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Review of the Distorted Perspective on the Relationship between
Palestine and the Appearance in the Light of the Necessity of Paying
Attention to Divine Traditions

Mohammad Shahbaziyan' / Mohammad Baghgoli?

"Palestine™ holds a special place in ancient historical texts and sacred
religions, and it has been mentioned extensively in reports related to unrest
and upheavals. The "Al-Agsa Storm" has provided a pretext for end-time
views to emerge among religious scholars, in addition to political and
humanistic perspectives, prompting them to analyze verses and narratives
related to this region. Among these, verses from Surah Al-lsra regarding the
corruption of the Children of Israel and their punishment, the claim of the
Iranians' entry into the land of Palestine on the verge of the appearance, and a
report attributed to the Commander of the Faithful with the content of the
entry of people from the East to Palestine to destroy Israel have garnered
more attention than other matters among religious speakers and those
interested in comparativism. This research seeks to clarify the distortions that
have taken place in the use of the mentioned verse and previous reports with
the “descriptive-analytical” method, illuminating the non-documentary
aspect of the reconciliatory approach to the Palestinian issue and its
inconsistency with an analysis based on divine traditions. The conclusion of
this research is that the verses of Surah Al-Isra and the mentioned narrations
do not prove a connection between the liberation of Palestine and the
appearance, and the issue of Palestine, like other topics related to the
groundwork for the appearance, should be analyzed based on traditions and
divine rules.

Keywords: End times, Palestine, divine traditions, distortion, appearance.

1. Assistant Professor, Department of Mahdism and Movement Studies, Research
Center of Islamic Sciences and Culture, Qom, Iran. (Corresponding Author)

2. Graduate Student of Level 3 in the Specialized Center of Mahdism, Qom Seminary,
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Analysis of Security and Social Threats Inclining towards Deviant
Movements in Mahdism within Iranian Society

Hojat Heydari Charati' / Mehrdad Nedirloo?

"Security and social cohesion™ is one of the components that leads to
the development and growth of material and spiritual aspects of society,
ensuring collective life and existence. Religious beliefs and teachings,
especially belief in the Mahdism, can, if properly explained, strengthen
the religious spirit and hope for a bright future, promoting the
convergence of people and consequently contributing to security in
societies based on monotheistic ideologies, particularly in Iran where the
majority are Shia Muslims who believe in the Mahdi. On the other hand,
if this ideology is distorted and its position undermined by factions and
deviant movements, and with the community leaning towards them, it can
act in the opposite direction leading to fragmentation in society,
ultimately resulting in security and social threats. This article, gathered
through ‘descriptive-analytical' method and information collection in a
library-like' approach using the Internet space, focuses on examining the
security and social threats of the inclination towards the Mansour
Hashemi Khorasani movement. Research findings indicate that the harms
of leaning towards the Hashemi Khorasani movement in the social sphere
include: undermining religious beliefs, disrupting social order, destroying
the institution of family, and promoting violence in society.

Keywords: Deviant movements of Mahdism, threat, security, society,
Mansour Hashemi Khorasani.

1. Researcher at the Research Center of Mahdism and Messuanism of Intizar-e-Pooya,
Specialized Center of Mahdism, Qom, Iran. (Corresponding Author)
2. Student of Level 4, Specialized Center of Mahdism, Qom Seminary, Iran.
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Analyzing the Thoughts of Awaiting and the Actions of Mahdi as an
example in the Social Cohesion of Shia Sects until the End of the
Lesser Occultation

Majid Ahmadi Kachayi' / Hossein Ghazi Khani?

The belief in the Mahdism and in the Mahdi's occultation, which is one
of the common beliefs among some Shia sects, has led their followers to
face challenges in social cohesion. The question of this research is how
the concept of awaiting and the actions depicting the Mahdi in Shia sects
have influenced the social cohesion of their followers? In response, by
referring to sect studies, historical sources, Hadith books, initial
information regarding the Mahdi's actions and teachings of awaiting in
believers in the context of Mahdi among Shia were collected, and then the
impact of these actions and teachings on the social cohesion of their
followers was examined. The findings indicate that beliefs related to the
thought of awaiting in the non-Imamates, have primarily been associated
with claims after the death of the so-called Mahdi, and secondly, that the
actions of the Mahdis in practice have not been in the realm of awaiting
and coherence of their followers. Among these, only the followers of the
Twelver Shia have been able to maintain their social coherence based on
the belief in the occultation of Imam Mahdi, given the numerous
narrations of previous Imams regarding the issue of occultation.

Keywords: Mahdi, Occultation, Awaiting, Shia sects, social
coherence.

1. Assistant Professor, Department of Shi'a Studies, Research Center of Islamic Sciences
and Culture, Qom, Iran. (corresponding author)
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Analysis of the Existential Position of the Imam and the Necessity of
Imamate with an Emphasis on the Narrations of *'Laula al-Hujjah."1

Hasan Mollaei Shahrestani? / Mohammad Zogi Haris®

The necessity of the presence of an Imam is considered one of the most
fundamental issues of Imamate. Islamic scholars, especially Shia scholars,
have attempted to prove it with various approaches. Some have examined
the existence of the Imam with an existential approach, emphasizing his
existential position and influence on the system of creation. The content
of this approach is mentioned in the narrations of Ahlul-Bayt under the
titles "If it were not the Proof, the Earth would have perished" and
"Trustworthy Hadiths." In the present article, an attempt is made to prove
the existential position of the Imam in the system of creation by rational
explanations of the mentioned narrations, and the necessity of the
existence of the proof (Imam) for establishing and maintaining existence
is clarified. These explanations are expressed in three philosophical,
mystical, and theological ways. The existentialist approach to the
existence of the Imam in the system of existence results in the Imam'’s
authorship in creation and him as the ultimate purpose. Another fruit of
this approach is the self-evident necessity of the existence of the Imam in
the system of existence. In other words, the accurate "conception” of the
Imam's position in the system of creation will be followed by
"confirmation™ of his existence.

Keywords: Necessity of the Imam's existence, existential position of
the Imam, Existentialist approach, purpose of creation.

1. l.e. if there was not any Imam.

2. Researcher at Level 4 of the Specialized Center of Mahdism Studies, Qom Seminary,
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Critical Taxonomy of the Orientalists’ Perspective on the Reflection
of Eschatological and Messianic Themes in the Quran

Zoheir Dehghani Arani*

End-time events and the emergence of certain phenomena in the final
period of human history, are among the concerns and common beliefs in
religions. Given the predominant belief of Muslims in such events,
especially the appearance of the Savior in the end times, some orientalists
have focused on the source of these beliefs and have particularly
expressed their views on the presence or absence of these beliefs in the
Quran. The following text tries to enumerate and categorize the views of
orientalists in this field. In the first step, Western views on the subject
have been enumerated with exploratory and descriptive methods, and then
with comparative methods, these views have been categorized into
multiple types and finally these views have been analyzed and critically
reviewed. According to the findings of this research, the views of Western
researchers on this subject can be categorized into four classifications:
denying any reference to these topics, referring to some topics other than
the Savior, referring to the topic of the Savior but other than Imam Mahdi,
and finally, referring to Mahdism. Some orientalists have also reflected
the views of Muslim scholars and interpreters in this area, and a report on
it has also been presented.

Keywords: Mahdism in the Quran, the End Times in the Quran,
orientalists, interpretation of Quran, and Mahdism

1. Assistant Professor at the Faculty of Islamic Studies and Thought, University of
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Analyzing the Cultural Functions of the Doctrine of Mahdism with a
focus on Opportunities and Threats

Ruhollah Shakouri Zavardehi*

"The culture of system™ is a set of statements about beliefs, values, and
norms that are essential in fostering social relationships. "The doctrine of
Mahdism" as a strategic belief in Shia thought paints a clear and desirable
picture of the future ahead for humanity. On this basis, research in
Mahdism with a cultural approach can help preserve, expand, and extend
existing opportunities, safeguard society from many damages, threats,
anomalies, and even cultural invasions. This essay, through the
"descriptive-analytical” method, investigates various aspects of the
relationship between the doctrine of Mahdism and culture, such as the
constituent elements of culture, the necessity of integrating a cultural
approach to Mahdism, the cultural functions of Mahdism, its requirements
and duties, and a special emphasis on the opportunities and cultural
threats of Mahdism as well as the dimensions of the study of Mahdism
with a cultural approach. Its goal is to identify new areas in the field of
Mahdi culture. To progress from the current situation and reach the
desired culture, we need the Mahdavi culture in all its dimensions, which
will lead to a serious transformation of the existing human in various
dimensions in the contemporary world, politically, socially, intellectually,
and even economically.

Keywords: Mahdism, culture, awaiting, requirements, opportunities,
and threats.

1. Associate Professor of Shi'a Studies (Faculty of Farabi Scholars), University of Tehran,
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