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Project on Shi’ism & Global Affairs
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Harvard University’s leading initiative for producing advanced knowledge on the
universal, transnational, and global dimensions of the Shi'a Islamic revival from an
interdisciplinary perspective.
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THE PROJECT ON SHI'ISM AND GLOBAL AFFAIRS

The Hidden Irr.,] am and the End of Time
A Primer on the Mahdi

amic Theology, and Global Politics

HARVARD
LNINVERSITY

G

REPORAT

June 2022

“B, Weatherhead Center

FOR INTERNATION

The Sirdab of Samarra (or Sirdab al-Ghayba) holds immense significance for
%hi'as as the underground extension of the residence of the Tenth, Eleventh,
and Twelfth Imams in the Twelver Shi'a line, According to some traditions, it
is the last place the Twelfth Imam was publicly seen by some select Shia com-

munity members. The Hidden Imam al-Mahdi in the Twelver line entered
occultation in the ninth century CE and is believed to be alive until today.

March 25, 2022, Gredital-Ascarion (CC0 B1-54-1,0)
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